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College of Visual and Performing Arts
MUSI 281-01
Diction: English/Italian
Spring 2018
Dr. Katie E. Martin
katie.martin@umontana.edu
Office Location: TBD
Office Hours: by appointment in person or via zoom
***In general, the best means of contact will be via email and/or during office hours. As a general rule,
you can expect that I will respond to emails, phone calls and text messages Monday-Friday between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ***
COURSE DESCRIPTION
MUS 219, Fall 2022: Emphasis on the learning of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), Italian,
English and a cursory introduction of lyric Spanish diction as is used in the classical vocal performance
tradition. Students should expect an environment of hands on participation, recitation of language and
also performing for the class. The most important component of this course is that you continue to refine
your ability to correctly pronounce these languages using a variety of skillsets and tools. How each
student arrives at this goal will vary in each individual.
REQUIRED TEXTS
Diction for Singers 2nd Edition, Joan Wall and Robert Caldwell 2009 ISBN: 978-1934477700
-Available in the bookstore.
24 Italian Songs and Arias, G. Schirmer
We will be working from the MEDIUM LOW book, but I highly recommend purchasing both!
Anthology of Spanish Song, Hal Leonard
Purchase the appropriate book for your voice type
Webster’s New World Italian Dictionary
Additional required readings and music will be available on Moodle or in Class

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completing this course, the student should be able to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Have their own system---using a variety of sources---to achieve correct diction. (IPA, recordings,
dictionaries, inherent knowledge, teachers and colleagues).
Demonstrate recognition and application of the IPA symbols for Italian, English and Spanish
diction.
Successfully transcribe Italian, English and Spanish language texts into appropriate IPA symbols.
Have a clear understanding of the rules that govern the pronunciation of these languages.
Speak and sing in Italian, English and Spanish with correct pronunciation on their own volition.
Incorporate the use of IPA on a regular basis in other musical activities (choir, lyric opera,
lessons, etc.) OR engage in their own system to achieve proper diction without continual
intervention from an instruction.
Recognize incorrect pronunciation and be able to give the correct pronunciation
No longer rely on their studio teacher for pronunciation of these languages

IV. ASSIGNMENTS, REQUIREMENTS AND ACTIVITIES:
This course will combine a wide variety of assignments and activities. Full and enthusiastic participation
is expected! This course may also use MOODLE for some activities and assignments.
Students should expect to come to class ready to participate in a variety of activities including but not
limited to: group activities, singing activities (solo and group), transcription work, and diagnostic
activities (recognizing incorrect diction), text recitation. We will be actively engaging with each-other.
Your attendance and participation in crucial to your own and your colleague’s success. Be a present and
accountable diction teammate!
Assignments:
‘Diction Cheat Sheets’ : For each language studied this semester (Italian and Spanish) the student will
create a ‘cheat sheet’ for themselves. These documents should be no more than 2-4 pages in length and
should be easily legible. These sheets should outline the basic rules of diction in each language, along
with IPA symbols and examples of pronunciation (or the student’s own pneumonic devices, etc.). These
sheets are meant to be placed in the student’s current repertoire folder now and in the future to have a
quick reference guide for pronunciation.
The document (s) should be printed out on heavy duty paper (card stock), laminated, or inserted in
paper protectors to ensure longevity. This is meant to be a useful tool for the student to use long after
the diction course has ended, and the student should customize this document according to their own
needs. Examples will be given in class. To be clear, by the end of the semester the student will have
created three separate 2-4 page ‘cheat sheets.’ Cheat sheets will be due at the end of each unit
throughout the semester. Specific dates will be given in class..
IPA Transcription:

Students will be required to do several transcription assignments, both in and out of class, throughout
the semester. This will included (but not be limited to) transcribing whole or partial songs or texts into
the appropriate IPA symbols, transcribing languages aurally, recognizing and transcribing incorrect
written and spoken languages, and group transcription activities.
Homework: Homework will be assigned routinely throughout the semester, and may range from
listening activities, transcription work as indicated above, work sheets, forum discussions, group
homework projects and other assignments. Homework will be assigned in class and a specific due date
will be given. As diction is a very hands-on type of subject, the student should expect to spend a good
amount of time outside of class on homework assignments. Please see the section on ‘Time
Commitment’ below for more information.
Singing Project
In this semester of diction, extended emphasis will be given towards the practical singing application of
the use of the International Phonetic Alphabet. Students will be required to prepare 1 song for each
language studied (Italian and Spanish) to be sung in class. Each song will be IPA’d in advance in turned
into the instructor on the day of the performance.
It is expected that the student will present musically accurate and vocally appropriate selections with
impeccable diction. Songs may be extracted from the text, but it is encouraged that students also
explore beyond these anthologies for repertoire. Song length should be no less than 3 pages of music,
but should not exceed 4 minutes in length.
Students will be given a deadline to submit selections to the instructor for approval well in advance
before the performance. This will be a component of your final examination in this class. Songs need
not be memorized for the performance. If a pianist is available students should expect to supply pianist
with a clean, highly legible copy of music. Music will be given to the pianist a week in advance of the
performance. Students should not expect a rehearsal for this performance.
The intention of this project is that the diction and music is prepared on the students own volition,
therefore, music being sung for any other project (e.g. their own applied studio repertoire, etc) is NOT
permitted.

Singing in Class
Students should be prepared to sing in class (both by themselves and as a group) during any class
meeting. Singing might include group exercises, solo singing of excerpts of songs or recitative examples
and other singing assignments given out by the instructor. Students will be notified when a song should
be prepared to sing for the class.
Individual Coaching Sessions

We will schedule 2 one-on-one 10 minute coaching sessions to go over and refine your language.
Sessions may be schedule in class or remotely over zoom.
Check-Ins
This will be as close as you get to a ‘formal’ exam in this class. We will have singing events, homework
assignments, readings, and other various ways to practice the learning of the material. For these ‘checkins’ I will contact you either in person, via email, or via Moodle. You/we will discuss your progress and
participation in the class, your comprehension of the material, and what grade you believe you are
currently earning. If you feel like you are in need to assistance, we will strategize how to get you back on
track. Check-ins must be completed in order to receive a passing grade.
Final Exam
Your final examination will consist of two activities. First, you will sing one Italian and one Spanish song,
with prepared IPA for the class. You will hand in a copy of music to the Instructor with the IPA
transcriptions.
You will also compose a minimum one-page hand written essay on what grade you have earned in the
class and your justification. You will also supply your final class grade in this essay. Not completing this
essay in full on the day of the final and issuing yourself a grade will result in failure of the class. You
must be present for the final in order to receive a passing grade!
Final Exam Date: Tuesday, December 13th 10:10-12:10
V. GRADING POLICIES:

You will be supplying yourself with your grade for this semester. There are four situations in
which I will step in to alter the grade you have given yourself:
1. If you choose to not show of up for the final exam and do not complete the essay assigned
for that exam you will receive a failing grade (F)
2. If you choose to not complete the ‘check-ins’ I will institute throughout the semester you
will receive a failing grade.
3. If you have given yourself a grade that I believe is too low I reserve the right to adjust it
upwards according to the efforts you have put forth over the semester.
4. Demonstrating disrespectful/hateful behavior towards the instructor and/or colleagues may
result in failure of the class.
VI. ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION POLICIES:
Participation
Students are expected to participate fully and enthusiastically in each class. This includes responding to
discussion questions, being a positive and productive member of group activities, being prepared for
class (with homework completed) and treating the instructor and fellow colleagues with respect.
Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated and will result in dismissal from class. Habitual disrespectful
behavior will be escalated to administrative attention, and may result in failure of the course.

OTHER POLICIES
Academic Misconduct
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by
the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with
the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
http://life.umt.edu/vpsa/student_conduct.php.”
Disability Statement
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students
with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). If you think you may have a
disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you have not already registered with DSS,
please contact DSS in Lommasson 154. I will work with you and DSS to provide an appropriate
accommodation.

Course Format and Timeline
Timeline: We will start with Italian and move to Spanish.
Format: This semester we will be expanding our learning experience towards a more ‘learner centered,’
hands-on environment. We will alter our time between learning the ‘rules’ of the language and
speaking the language. Students should expect this to be a very hands-on, student centered
environment. Students should expect to take on the responsibility of helping one-another learn and
perfect these languages. Emphasis in this class is NOT on getting an answer correct, but rather
expanding and perfecting one’s knowledge and ability in the pronunciation of French and German. You
will notice that this semester you do not have a set time-line of events. You do not have formal quizzes
or exams (except for the final), and you do not have a traditional grading rubric. You may choose to
learn this content and learn it well. You may choose to do a poor job of mastering the language. It is
your future, your mind, and your career. This class is designed to be available for anyone enrolled who
would truly like to learn how to transcribe and pronounce Italian and Spanish. Please rest assured that
this class will not be without structure. We will still have a process in which we use to explore these
languages for my more methodical learners! 
Classes may include the traditional ‘lecture style’ presentations, partner work/feedback, group and
individual readings of Italian and Spanish texts, student-led teaching, singing of Italian and Spanish
songs, and transcription of Italian and Spanish songs.
I will continue to assign you transcription homework. You may choose to complete these assignments to
hand in for my correction and feedback. The point of this class is not to do perfectly on your homework
assignments. The point is to learn how these languages work and to refine your pronunciation of them
in both a spoken and sung context.
Periodically throughout the semester I will issue ‘check-in’s’ to each of you either via email, Moodle, or
in person. You will discuss your progress for the semester at that point, your comprehension of the
material, and the effort you feel you have put into the class so far. You will give yourself a grade.
At the end of the semester you will all gather for the final exam. You will sing one Italian and one
Spanish song for the class. You will also compose an essay regarding your grade in the class (see final
exam.) The grade you give yourself will be the grade you will earn on your transcript, barring the few
minimal provisions and protections I have in place.
Happy learning!

FYI…
A Look at the Differences Between Teacher-Centered and LearnerCentered Learning
Teacher-Centered

Learner-Centered

Focus is on instructor

Focus is on both students and
instructor

Focus is on language forms and
structures (what the instructor knows
about the language)

Focus is on language use in typical
situations (how students will use the
language)

Instructor talks; students listen

Instructor models; students interact
with instructor and one another

Students work alone

Students work in pairs, in groups, or
alone depending on the purpose of
the activity

Instructor monitors and corrects
every student utterance

Students talk without constant
instructor monitoring; instructor
provides feedback/correction when
questions arise

Instructor answers students’
questions about language

Students answer each other’s
questions, using instructor as an
information resource

Instructor chooses topics

Students have some choice of
topics

Instructor evaluates student learning

Students evaluate their own
learning; instructor also evaluates

Classroom is quiet

Classroom is often noisy and busy

Source: The National Capitol Language Resource Center (a project of the
George Washington University)

